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5.7.1 Exterior Materials

The following listings of appropriate and inappropriate materials were developed based upon
the professional judgment and opinions of those involved in the development of these
guidelines. The materials listed as “appropriate” have generally stood the test of time and
have desirable aesthetic qualities, while those listed as “inappropriate” have failed to do so.
Certain materials have been omitted because their success or failure has more to do with the
overall design, rather than the materials themselves. These listings are intended to provide
general guidance, and are not intended to be exhaustive. Designers should not feel that
they must limit their material palette to the following selections. New materials and refined
fabrication methods are continually being introduced and the Village of Clayton encourages
designers to take advantage of these innovations.

1) Appropriate roof materials include slate (either natural or man-made), shingle (either
wood or asphalt composition), and metal formed to resemble “standing seams.”

2) Inappropriate roof materials include white or blue shingles, single ply rolled roofs on
pitched roofs, and corrugated metal roofing materials.

3) Appropriate primary wall materials include clapboard (including wood, or
cementations imitation clapboard siding), native stone, or brick or a shape, color, and
texture very similar to that found in Clayton’s historic structures.

4) Inappropriate primary wall surfaces include metal, white brick, or “T-111" plywood
siding, imitation stone or exterior insulation finish systems (E.l.F.S.).

5) Balconies and porches visible from the street right-of-way should be built of wood,
metal, or concrete.

6) Pressure-treated lumber may be utilized for concealed structural members, and
structures not visible from the street right-of-way.

7) All exposed surfaces visible from the street right-of-way, including floor decks, stairs,
railings, columns, brackets and any other structural and/or decorative roof support
members, should be built with paint grade finish lumber or metal.

5.8 Colors

The Village of Clayton encourages variety and artfulness in the selection of exterior colors for
buildings in the Riverwalk C District, and does not wish to place any pre-emptive restrictions
on color choices. The following guidelines are intended to promote well-coordinated color
palettes that integrate with the other exterior features of a building.

1) Buildings should keep a balanced color palette between base colors and “brighter” or
“darker” accent colors on each building.

2) Door and window trims and awnings provide opportunity for color that adds interest
and texture to storefronts or building bases. Color of trim should be coordinated with
the wall colors.

3) Colors should be coordinated with other adjacent buildings.

4) Bright colors with intense and bright hues (e.g. primary or neon colors) are not
recommended as primary exterior wall colors.
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6.0 UTILITARIAN ASPECTS OF THE BUILDINGS
Utility service areas should be part of the early building design process, rather than an
afterthought at the construction document phase.

6.1 Screening of Utilitarian Equipment
1) Service, utility, and loading areas should be carefully designed, located, and
integrated into the site plan. These critical functional elements should not detract
from the public view shed area.

2) Siting of noise and odor generating functions on any Riverwalk C District site that
may create a nuisance for the adjacent properties should be avoided.

3) Roof access should be provided from the interior of the building. Exterior roof access
ladders are inappropriate.

6.2 Trash Enclosures
1) Every property should provide a trash enclosure that is capable of handling the
refuse generated by that site. Recycling bins should be integrated into the
enclosure.

2) Trash and recycling storage areas should
be located at rear or interior side yards.

3) Refuse collection enclosures, where
applicable, should be 4 to 6 feet in height
and be constructed of durable, low
maintenance and noncombustible
materials that blend with adjacent building
designs. Landscaping  around the
enclosures is also encouraged. See Figure
8.

4) Gates on refuse collection enclosures

should be self-closing, self-latching with
interior opening mechanisms for escape
outlets.

Figure 8: Example of a screened trash and
recycling storage area.

6.3 Disabled-Accessible Ramps and Railing
1) Ramps and guardrails used as a means of egress must conform to the criteria listed
in the Uniform Building Code.

2) Guardrails should compliment the architectural style of the building while conforming
to the Uniform Building Code.

3) Ramps can be integrated into the site design creating functional or unique spaces.

6.4 Exterior Utility Panels
1) Utility service areas, such as electrical panels, should be placed within enclosures
that are architecturally integrated into the building design.
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6.6 Roof Drainage
1) Gutters and downspouts on the exterior of the building should be decorative or

designed to integrate with the building facade.

2) Roof scuppers should not be used in areas that are visible to the street or public
spaces.
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7.0 LIGHTING

Effective lighting provides safety and direction for vehicles and pedestrians, visibility and
security for businesses, while enhancing architectural building and landscape details. These
guidelines apply to on site lighting for private development projects in parking areas and
lights associated with the building. Light types could include pole lights, spotlighting, wall-
mounted sconces, parking and landscape lighting.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

An illumination plan and photometric analysis shall be submitted with architectural
and site plans for review and approval. This plan shall provide the luminary data for
each light source. The purpose is to ensure that adequate lighting is provided without
excessive overlap of illuminated areas. Sensitivity to the mix of residential /
commercial uses should be considered in choosing light sources and footcandle
power. Lighting should be designed to provide ambiance, safety, and security without
unnecessary spill over or glare onto adjacent properties. This is particularly important
for the residential users who may be located on a second or third floor above a
commercial use.

The quality of light, level of light as measured in footcandles, and the type of bulb or
source should be carefully addressed. Lighting levels should not be so intense as to
draw attention to the glow or glare of the project site.

Spotlighting or glare from any site lighting should be shielded from adjacent
properties and directed at a specific object or target area. Exposed bulbs should not
be used. Cut-off lighting is preferred.

The major source of lighting should be from streetlights and window display areas.

Light fixtures should be designed or selected to be architecturally compatible with the
main structure and the theme of the Village.

Up-lighting of building elements and trees are effective and attractive lighting
techniques that are strongly encouraged.

Low-voltage lighting conserves energy and should be used in the landscape
whenever possible.

Colored lights are discouraged.
Height of a light pole should be appropriate in scale for the building or complex and

the surrounding area. Pedestrian light poles along sidewalks or pathways and
parking lot light standards should be 10’ to 15’ high.

10) Landscape lighting can be used to accent walkways and entries and/or seating areas

and specimen plants / trees.

11) Indirect window display lighting is encouraged to create an interesting and friendly

atmosphere. Interior store lights should be left on after the store has closed.
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8.0 PLANT MATERIALS AND LAYOUT
1) Trees and shrubs should be located and spaced to allow for mature and long-term
growth. Trees and shrubs should provide minimal root problems.

2) Planters should be planted primarily with native plants that are low maintenance.
3) Accent planting should be used around entries and key activity hubs.

4) Trees should be used to create an intimate scale, enclose spaces, and frame views,
but their placement should respect the long-range views of surrounding neighbors.

5) Planting should be used to screen less desirable areas from public view, i.e., trash
enclosures, parking areas, storage areas, loading areas, and public utilities.

6) Consideration of seasonal shading from trees and shrubs should be considered
when developing planting schemes for courtyards and streetscapes.

7) Deciduous trees provide solar control during summer and winter while providing fall
color, seasonal flower and other desired effects.

-18 —
This document was prepared for the New York State Department of State with funds provided under Title 11 of the
Environmental Protection Fund.



